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Town of Riverdale Park 
Work Session Minutes 

May 24, 2021 
7:00 p.m. 

 
 
In Attendance 
Mayor Alan K. Thompson 
CM Aaron Faulx, Ward 2 
CM David Lingua, Ward 3 
CM Hala Mayers, Ward 6 
 
John N. Lestitian, Town Manager 
Jessica Barnes, Town Clerk/Director of Administrative Services 
Ryan Chelton, Development Services Director 
David Morris, Chief of Police 
Paul Smith, Finance and Employee Services Director 
Gentry Jones, Deputy Director of Finance Services 
 
Absent 
CM Marsha Dixon, Ward 1  
CM Christopher Henry, Ward 4 
CM Colleen Richardson, Ward 5 
 
Call to Order 
Mayor Thompson called the Work Session to order at 7:40 p.m. 
 
Agenda Approval 
There were no changes to the agenda. 
 
Presentations 
Delegate Alonzo Washington: Key Developments of 2021 Maryland General Assembly Session  
Delegate Alonzo Washington provided an overview of the 2021 Maryland General Assembly 
Session and outlined several key developments and accomplishments. Delegate Washington 
discussed the new processes in place due to COVID-19. Delegate Washington congratulated the 
Mayor and Council on their recent election.  
 
Mayor Thompson thanked Delegate Washington for his presentation and stated that it was 
helpful to see all of the information together. 
 
CM Faulx also thanked Delegate Washington for his presentation and congratulated him on his 
recent engagement.  
 
Resident Dan Behrend asked for clarification regarding State funding for a Hyattsville/Riverdale 
Park mixed-use development on Madison Street and Delegate Washington provided additional 
information.  
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Waggertail Dog Park Update: Laura Connelly, Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning 
Commission (M-NCPPC)  
 
Laura Connelly, Park Planner for M-NCPPC, introduced herself and provided an overview of the 
timeline of the creation of a dog park located in Riverdale Park Building Park (Riverdale 
Community Park). Ms. Connelly discussed the current conditions of the dog park and the issues 
with drainage. Ms. Connelly outlined the plan to conduct a topographic survey to develop viable 
solutions for the drainage issues. Ms. Connelly discussed the potential solutions to include 
moving the dog park to the area where the tennis courts were currently located. Ms. Connelly 
explained that the tennis courts needed repairs and if the tennis courts were not being used, then 
that may be a better location for the dog park. 
 
CM Lingua discussed the concept of reconfiguring the dog park so that there were two active 
areas and a third area that was unused to allow the grass to regrow. Ms. Connelly reported that 
other dog parks used artificial turf or wood chips as an alternative to grass. 
 
CM Faulx discussed the complaints that he most frequently received regarding the dog park. CM 
Faulx also expressed concerns regarding the potential replacement of the tennis courts as he did 
not want to lose any amenities. CM Faulx discussed tree plantings to create a buffer along 51st 
Avenue and to assist with the drainage of water. Ms. Connelly stated that it was her 
understanding that tree plantings were planned for the fall. 
 
Mayor Thompson discussed the current location of the dog park and reported that, after 
extensive discussion and review, the current location was chosen due to budget, space, size, and 
access to water. Mayor Thompson stated that he hoped that the drainage issues could be 
resolved. 
 
Mayor Thompson outlined his concerns about changing the location of the dog park as well as 
accessibility to the dog park. Mayor Thompson discussed the new Purple Line station and the 
potential impacts on the dog park. Ms. Connelly shared additional concerns regarding impacts on 
the dog park. 
 
Ms. Connelly provided her contact information and stated that she would come back in 
September to discuss the results of the survey and potential solutions.  
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Alan Thompson reported: 

• COVID-19 Update: things are looking good, consistent drop in cases, ICU cases, and 
death; two factors for the drop in cases- vaccination rate and seasonal reduction; 
encouraged everyone to get vaccinated as most models showed an increase in the fall; 
willing to discuss hazards and advantages of the vaccine if it would help someone to 
decide. 

• Recognition of CM Henry’s many years of dedicated service. Thank you to CM Henry. 
 

Town Manager’s Report 
Town Manager Lestitian reported: 

• COVID-19: Staff Leadership Team continues to review, analyze, and implement best 
practices related to COVID-19 and operations; many good and efficient changes have 
been made 
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• Reopening of train station: securing upper air disinfection unit; will install and open the 
train station in the coming weeks 

• Community Walks to resume at the end of June  
• COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic: Wednesday, May 26th from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
• Town Hall and DPW operations closed on May 31st in recognition of Memorial Day; 

wreath laying ceremony will be held in the same manner as last year 
• Council Orientation will be held on June 5th at 11 a.m. via Zoom 
• Legislative Meeting will be held on June 7th at 7:00 p.m. The swearing-in ceremony will 

be held in front of Town Hall (in person) and after a brief recess the meeting will 
continue virtually via Zoom 

• Recently received notice that the Police Department was accepted into ABLE program 
• No trash collection on Memorial Day 

 
Discussion: 
CM Lingua asked if there was a contingency plan for the swearing-in ceremony in the case of 
inclement weather and Town Manager Lestitian replied in the affirmative. 
 
Council Committee & Ward Reports 
 
CM Marsha Dixon, Ward 1 
CM Marsha Dixon welcomed the new members of the Council and stated that she was looking 
forward to their fresh and new ideas. 

 
CM Aaron Faulx, Ward 2 
CM Aaron Faulx reported: 
• Great to be back in Riverdale Park 
• Discussion regarding composting cicadas 
• Farmers Market Dollar program added a jolt to the Farmers Market- more people and 

vendors 
• Encouraged residents to take advantage of Rain Check Rebate program 
 
CM David Lingua, Ward 3 
CM David Lingua deferred the majority of his report and thanked CM Henry for his many years 
of service to the Town. 
 
CM Hala Mayers, Ward 6 
CM Hala Mayers did not have a Ward report. 
 
Public Comments 
There were no public comments. 
 
Discussion Items 

1. Fence Permit Request: 6-foot cedar picket fence in the backyard of 5408 Taylor Road  
 
CM Lingua introduced the applicant, Anh Hoang, and Ms. Hoang provided an overview 
of her request. Ms. Hoang explained that her property was technically a corner lot due to 
a paper road. Ms. Hoang stated that the proposed fence design was based on the County’s 
determination that the current location of the fence would require a variance. Ms. Hoang 
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discussed her approved plans and stated that she wanted to enclose the space so her 
puppy could run around.  
 
Mayor Thompson discussed the County’s zoning process and stated that the Town could 
not grant deviations without going through the County’s process.  
 
Ms. Hoang stated that she just wanted to move forward with the approved plans and 
address the issue in the future. 
 
CM Lingua requested that the fence permit request be added to the June 7th Consent 
Agenda and there were no objections. 
 

2. Fence Permit Request: 6-foot wooden privacy fence in the backyard of 4808 Somerset 
Road  

 
CM Faulx provided an overview of the fence permit request and stated that the applicant 
was replacing the existing chain link fence with a wood fence. CM Faulx introduced the 
applicant, Glenn Wilkerson, and reported that he did not have any issues with the 
proposed fence.  
 
CM Faulx requested that the fence permit request be added to the June 7th Consent 
Agenda and there were no objections. 
 
Mayor Thompson reminded the applicant that the finished side of the fence needed to 
face out. 

 
3. Compost Pilot Program  

 
Dan Behrend of the Town of Riverdale Park Sustainability Committee (RPSC) provided 
an overview of the proposed Compost Pilot Program. 
 
CM Lingua thanked Mr. Behrend for his presentation and detailed proposal and asked 
about data collection. Mr. Behrend stated that data would be collected to determine the 
effectiveness of the program. 
 
Mr. Behrend discussed the approach to Code-related issues and reported that the RPSC 
would be accessible to help with unexpected issues. CM Lingua stated that the program 
sounded very promising and recommended bins that were pest resistant and easy to use. 
Mayor Thompson directed Mr. Behrend to Chapter 36 of the Town Code but stated that a 
well-run compost bin would not be a problem if used correctly.  
 
CM Faulx asked how many people could participate in the program and Mr. Behrend 
reported that potentially twenty-eight (28) people could participate, and the cost would be 
approximately $3,500. 
 
Town Manager Lestitian stated that there appeared to be general consensus to move 
forward with a pilot program. There were no objections from the Council. 
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4. FY2021 Revenue Analysis 

 
Deputy Director of Finance Services Gentry Jones provided an overview of the Town’s 
revenue in comparison to the previous three fiscal years. 
 

5. Review and recommended continuance of Partners in Economic Recovery Initiative 
programs  
 
Development Services Director Chelton provided an overview of the Partners in 
Economic Recovery Initiative (PERI) programs that were recommended to be continued. 
Director Chelton reported that new resolutions would need to be adopted at the upcoming 
Legislative Meeting to extend the sunset of the programs. 
 
CM Lingua stated that he was comfortable with the recommendations. 
 

6. Minutes  
 

Mayor Thompson requested that the Council make Director Barnes aware of any changes 
or corrections needed to the minutes. 

 
New Business 
Mayor Thompson discussed a recent conversation with CM-elect Mejia regarding her work 
schedule and the start time of Council meetings. Mayor Thompson stated that more discussion 
regarding the start of time of Council meetings may be needed in the future. 
 
Unfinished Business 
There was no unfinished business. 
 
Adjournment  
The meeting was adjourned at 9:34 p.m. 


